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Elucidation of History by Environmental Survey of Orono-Island

—In Connection with Modern History and National Myths —

YAMAGUCHI Tetsuya (Department of Socio-Environmental Studies, Faculty of Socio-Environmental Studies)

Abstract

Orono-Island is a remote island in the Sea of Genkai. The author conducted an environmental survey of Orono-

Island.The research was ecology investigations for wild birds and endangered plant species. The studies developed from these

research lead to some unknown history of Orono-Island. It was relationship between Kuroda domain and Orono-Island.

The second conclusion is that Onogoro-Island was Orono-Island. Onogoro-Island was the first land created by the creation

gods which first appeared in Japanese mythology. Because the birou(Livistona chinensis) used by the ancient emperor

for the ritual were on Orono-Island. It was thought to be related to solar rituals and the distribution of native birou

(Livistona chinensis) around Kyushu-Island. In addition, The place name and shrine of Kyushu Island which comes

out in the myth were also related to Orono-Island.

Further, conclusions of first one and second one must were correlated. Kuroda Narikiyo visited Orono-Island because he

thought that Orono-Island was Onogoro-Island of the Japanese myth, and so he wanted brought back a characteristic plant.

Keyword: Environmental archaeology, Folklore, Historical archaeology, Mythology
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Tablel  Records of wild birds in Oro Island in 2010~13.
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Table 2 Endangered species plants of Oro Island.
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Fig.10 Relationship between Orono-Island and major birou's native fabrics in Northern Kyushu, Japan.
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