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A Study on the Japanese Teaching Method Based on the Nested (Ireko-Type)
Structure Model

Keiko HASHIMOTO (Junior College, Department of Business and Information Technology)

Abstract

This paper is an attempt to propose a teaching method of analyzing Japanese syntax, originated by the author of

these lines, by demonstrating that the teaching method is most effective and is readily learned by learners of Japanese.

This teaching method is created on the basis of Motoki Tokieda’s notion of the nested (AFHI) syntactic structure

which is distinctively made up of content words (i) and function words (Ff).

This teaching method helps learners

of Japanese beware of Japanese syntactic structure as the distinctive Japanese syntactic feature. Thus, this method

eventually helps to enable them to acquire practical skills of Japanese more readily than the conventional teaching
methods do. A survey was made before and after the nested Japanese sentence structure was explained to the
students. It turned out that they were better able to understand Japanese sentences after the explanation was made.
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