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On the Distribution of Complementizer
Yoshihiro MUNEMASA (Department of Socio-Environmental Studies)
Abstract

This paper is concerned with cross-linguistic variation and diachronic change of (null-) complementizers in the
embedded clauses, deriving the distributional properties from interaction among universal constraints in Optimality
Theory (OT) that we will be proposing below and their hierarchy. One constraint is the constraint HEAD that
requires overt elements in the head position. Another constraint is the constraint PARSE concerning parsing. The
other constraint is the constraint *MOVE that requires economy of movement. English had the constraint hierarchy
HEAD>PARSE>*MOVE prior to the late 16th century, but resulted in the constraint hierarchy PARSE>*MOVE
>HEAD in the period by virtue of constraint demotion of HEAD to the lowest stratum. A causal relationship
between the beginning of introduction of null-#4at in the embedded clauses and the demise of doubly-filled COMP
and the sequences of that-trace is explained as a consequence of this reranking. The constraint hierarchy HEAD>
PARSE>*MOVE is held in variants of English and the Germanic languages except Standard English and High
German (Standard German), and thus doubly-filled COMP and that-trace effect are allowed in these languages.
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1. F

BEE DA EFAFNIC AT, want ¥ 4 7 OEFAFISICR
KEnsd Loz, ZOMNTREREIFEIELT 25650 H
hiE, JESETERY 7% PRO MRS 2358 bH 5. LrL, 2
DOFFECEL UHMEAZEL D Y, PRO 2RO & 5 1 5EHL
THEHE DV,
(1) I do not want myself to be defined in any articular
way.
(BBC News, May 15, 2003, http://news.bbc.co.uk/
2/hi/south_asia/3029861.stm)
7z, W try & A T OEFHICRN TR, £ OFFEITEE
flb s nF, FHEW I > b o — 23210 % JEFFER % PRO
DHMERT 2, L, 2O try ¥ 4 7OBERHICE L
THMAENDH D, )D& 5 WCEEHIC & > CIEEREER
FRL, &5, EFEO—HEFTHLA YV —T7HEFETH,
25 LB b MThbiiTw b,

(2) a.He was too poor in spirit ever to try himself to

FR264FE10 H 24 H 324

paint one of the big machines which made one a
historical painter. (R.Fry, Characteristics French
Art iii.62, OED)

b. Lord George Cavendish tried Godolphin to be a
good horse. (J. Kent, Racing Life Ld. G. Cavendish
Bentinck 47, OED)

29 LM SR ERIINEFAIC BT 2 FRER T T
%<, FEHOLVAVIZSETIEEY, ZTOEEL - FRE
FEALICBI L CHM R SREERES H 5. AT TIE, Kz CP @
FEER A 2 R that ICFES %X T, DS
BH9 % JLIFHY « BRI S REER IOV THERE 2R~ D,

2. %9

FHL D that ER T 28556, #@E CP O FEERICEEKAE
Y 3eHEzoNTWS, LirL, WEENEON 21T
&, that IZEEAKT 20T AL, BEIICX>TCPOFE
FERICHA SN T WD T X005, FlzIE, 7y 7
D7 7 Y AFETIE that IKHE T % b DS T-to-C BEJIZ X
D CPOFEEHICERLT 2, A ¥V TREOU~YT /0 hE
RTANT Y REBIIBWTHRICHSENEEZEI N,



(2) Quoi que tu as fait? (Quebec French)

what that you have done

(3) a.l wondered where were they going.

b.I wonder which dish that they picked.
%7z, Henry (1995) 12k % &, EHED—HAS THDL
7 7 A NEFETIE, Q)D& 5 CH®AAEMSC b FFE -
BiEhFAEE L, BZE S, CP O EEIICHHFFHON DLV I
that WER T2 2 EBH B LS, ZOBEBIEIE & that
DEFIIEEN TH 5, FiE - BEFAEE IBE 2 v a
A D3I B DT, REFEOBLEL S T HITHIC that 2%
JEAER S 2 2 &2 %93, REEBIEE b AR TH %,
> T, that IXFEFE - PIEIFEE £ [/ U < T-to-C BEIC &
D CPOTFEEWHEHL TndeFHFEzohd,

SO, TANVT Y NEEO XS, EFED that I
YT B HSCERRDS, HEIC L - TE TP OFEILOHEHK
ET RNV LTS 52BN DH 5,

(4) Irish

Ddirt s€ go dtiocfadh sé.
say(Past) he Comp come(Condit) he
‘He said that he would come.’

Z DFRITBFEOM A CP O EEIICBH ¢ 7,
TP ODEFLICEE L TCWB I EERBL TS, LaL,
TR B WL, HISCERR that 1& TP O EEFRICHRE T 5
ZEEBVOT, FEDO X S Tto-CBEICL>TCP O
FEERICAEL B LARET %o M that BER L RWGE
b, BOEOAERSERGICHEV, Z DORSIIAIMH (phase)
TH5 CP & TREL, that R T 25513 T-t0-C BH)
&> T CPOFEHEEICEE L, that BENLWIGEIZZ
OFBEN %5, CP O FEIIIZAT 0% L H 2 %, T, that
OB EIREIT 2 b DI L WS SEMBETC P, 22
TEZOBEZHE T2 b0 & L TEEERD EPP & b
&9 NE& HEAD WO Hli% e 20 & OFlHT I35 i
S0 FEEIC A ER 2 BRI 6K THY, L CP
DEEINZEDORETHNIE Z OFIFNICEK T 2 720,
that %% T-to-C BEIC & > C CP DEEIHICBE T 2 &%
25, [HLBENIHBICITZ % Z £137% <, Chomsky 232
Z L7z Last Resort Condition FDREFEDREFR I
5B H, ZITIRI D LIBEIORFE 2 ERT
HEIO—D L LT, BEZLEMICEIEd 2*MOVE &
W R ERR T %,

BN I3RRR B D 5%, 213 wh BENCEEL T
IF—D1Z1F Rizzi (1996) @ Wh-criterion & O JFE O EFH I
FoTH#EIsnTws EHEzoNE, FREOHFICEV—
ZTEERTNVAY) TEEO L D, TNTO wh HHBEIER
I CP CRBENT 255N H 575, ZO—THARELHE
FHEDFFR T wh Al OBEFER 2 BH I3 72 v, 2 2Tk
WM TEON T WS X D12, SEEREIFHNOEREE
BTSN S ERET 20DT, HAFELFEGETIX
*MOVE %% Wh-criterion & 0 & Effic7 > 27 &h, 207

WXEEROSHICOWT (FIE)

O wh HRTCOMECHE L bDEFEZ 55, R,
*MOVE » HEAD £ D % Ef7ic 7 > 7 S Twiid that
OFENL e <, CP O FEIIZZEORE W 2 D, —F HEAD
23*MOVE & D & Fic7 > 7 anTuhid, HIZ that 532
T2 LR DAY T 255 LT3N A 735,
A ETEE, ARVEE, EINEENDY, BHECHYTS
B L TR 7AAT NG, A7 4 vvash, 70997
BB, NNV TEE, AT UFEE, T TR VEEEND B,
29 LI EREZS I HEAD L *MOVE OFSEZE DR &
LCHHE N %,

HERIZBIL T3, that 7 LFiIXDSER SN 5 DT, LRLO
filfIA*MOVE>HEAD & FFfEs T2 EREL TH
9, L2L, ZORBTIIRETIIHEEICK L THXXI
that P AERBLEWIEZTFHT LI LR 5, F7,
that 78 LRSI RRE O B FHRI X TO #8® & 1, factive
verb, response-stance verb, E(\>i% subjunctive mood %7~
FEFEARSIC B W T that 2 LI AR IRV EWV S
FikbH 5, LrL, ACE, BNC, LOB FEkX £ a1 —/% R
EONY 5 &, &5 LIZEFERICHE W T Y that H3700»X
DEHR I NS,

(5) a.We regret we cannot accept special requests...

(BNC)

b.I will admit Odessa lies to the south of Kiev...
(ACE)

c. I suggest we all have a good shower and hit the
bunk. (LOB)

25 L7E5E0E, HFETIE that DBARMENTH S Z
ERRIBELTWE XS B bid, L L, Bolinger(1972)
% Erteschik (1973) 78FE5R 3 % X 51, that fiSC & that 7
LRSI BRI R e > T3, (6a) D X 9 e FEEERRRES)
F DRI, (6b) D & 5 mEEFFR DM that DEME
BEFINLWD, s OHICIZE®RDS DY, Ertes-
chik (1973) X3 &, ZNEHRT 27201C that HEA
SNhbEVI,

(6) a. She whispered *(that) her mother was seriously ill.

b. We cannot deny the fact *(that) smoking leads to
cancer.

Z 2T, 2o DHHTIZHE, that D3E N 2L DR
IR T 2 LEBE UG E, thaa BERT 5 F 2 TH
%o Flz, fIC that AR T B L LTI, (DX S
FEEDEITH 25 E RO EHFEENLE L 2580830 %
723, ZALE that OB X D HiBEFR O S % [OliEd 2 7
DTHDLEEZ SN,

(7) a.*(That) John married Mary surprised me.

b. We maintain *(that) in London a nice flat is hard
to find.

That #fi3 & that 72 LFHSCOERD#E % that DFEA D
HIETHRT 2 &3, that NEA S zHE, 2k
TTPOFEICHASNSE Z X 2D, ZOEFETIE
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FRE LB L OBICAET 2720, HiBEROBIRS 2340
%o ZHUX(T)OD that X WIGEIC BT 2 iR OB S &
W EHTIRIAEIC TH B, # 2T, that D T-to-C BEIZ

ZD &S BT Bt e R R BRI 2/ L 2 b O
EF#F 2z, ORI EMHEE L PARSE £ L, Zhd *MOVE
® HEAD £V b Efiic7 > 7 &8N TWwbDT,*MOVE IZ
E LT H that BEENIC L > THISXXD CP O F B g 4:
T 2eFE25, FEOMXEREZE2{EALBZWERET
&, *MOVE BMOFFI LD Fico vy ranTnws &% 2
N5, 71272, 29 LIcSEECHRSUERDS TP O F BRI E
AENIUE, *MOVE W EMLICH 2720, Z DMIEICE 5
2l D, L, INSDFHEIXSVO Xk SOV 575
THY, TP OEEIRCHH TR E E N, ZIFEFEE
BRI HREOMICNTET 2 7- 8, SR OB S N4
U PARSE WCififis %, it MmTHEronTws L5
2, B0z SN TWBEE, TRLD b TICT
Y7 ENTWLHEIIDEN DL D DI Rk L L
CERSIND 2D, MXEHSTP O FEHEBICHE D
PARSE I#fihd 2 X b, ZHzE AT PARSE ([Z#fik
LRWiDX, D% DX < il L 72 w»wIonER
INDZ WK D,

. BRI EREER

BHRIGETRETRO7 A AT > FEZ L 3ELD, .%GL
ST that DAL T 2 & L3 \0AS, i HERERA S HhaEE
Tﬁ%5bt§%tﬁ@%@ﬁﬁ§énéoME(G)
ROM), The Helsinki Corpus of English Texts TZ¥IE
ZEDED P OFFHDOF % FAE, MR L TH 5 &, that &
Ui HSEB I EA SIS & 9% 2 D16t D®RY-T
HY, T E TR that PIFITEBCHA S LT
52D D, RICELT b OIFFAAE L /-BFOEE (£
B, wEEEzEt) THY, () NO%IXI6HACFIE E
TOZNZTNOBFERSIC that B E FN 2B DOEEGTH
% (witan (87.2%), pencan(87.5%), think(74%), believe
(98%), know (84.6%), find (77%)),

2O X 5 I6HAL T £ TR BEFIHSIC that & & 1
2 ENEDEBEIIC 2 3, that 232 WHISCIZBI L T, 25
{ OCP (Obligatory Contour Principle) effect D[al# & x>
CEHMEWEEICE 2 0O, H5VIEMMOM S »OEET
that BHIER S NIz DTH S 5, % 72, that /& LHICHBEE
HASN D & 9127 216HHAL DA D that O HARIL 2
WMoz, BF7FAMELIeY 2 A 7 AT DT NT
DOBEE (Mr. William Shakespeares Comedies, Histories &
Tragedies) %3R5 i OFEFH O BEYFARI S % A L T A
Tz FER E LTI, 8Ed know ICBHL T, BEE, BEE
& that YA S N7 FiSCIE8.5%, B think 1ICBH L T
I3, that 2538 A & 1713209, BE believe 1B L Tl
that YA I NTMfIE35% TH VD, that & LAEX D503

% <, BFIZ know OFIZ B W T that 72 UFSCHO EEIY
2%\,

161HAC DL % TSI that EFICER T 2D
THNE, that HERE WS HEEPFR SN S Z L THIS
nan, FEE, Eﬁﬁﬂ% ECIEAER SN that-JEEFA HIE

SEHACHREEIATIZERD S5, Wb W B that-JERSHER 2
VW 2D that*f“@)frx}ﬁ“ébi‘iu 201k bl6Hfio®ET
%% (Bergh and Seppinen (1992) ZI#),

PSRRI X D RS & B ol T, IR
BEEZ L CEELENTEY, SEOMFZERIZHER
FRCER 2 RS is h s 2 THEL B EHE 2o
TWwb, 22 TZOBRICREY, HEBETIZI6MATO®RYE F
T X PARSE>HEAD >*MOVE & W3 BEETh-o7 D
», ZNLILFEREEET PARSE>*MOVE>HEAD & 72
D, #6->TC, that %2 LFIXEA S5 —F T that-JEH &
W SEEEDTHIE L TfTo 7 e F 2 6 b,

T, Y6 OBFICHBERB L TbizDo & v
BN C B, ZHIEZF O E T2 LcEiE o
BHEBEELTW XS CEbh b, HIEEH L D <
V2 (BrEEE A7) BSEHPEREEIIcER L, 15t okY
2L T % (Kemenade (1987)), %7z, BED 7 T~
AFEICBIZ I NS V-to-T BENCHY T 2 b D3, HHEgEf

OO VEE THZI N, 16MHEOBIITITITIZHEEL T
W5 (Roberts (1993)), That OFEENZENER ORE) & [H] U <
FEEHBEHTHD, Bo < ZOBFHOBEHONENT| & &
£ 729, *MOVE #S HEAD X DB 7 2 HlIF BB L%
FBHLIOTIERwheBbhs,

B EEE T BRSO IS that XA S S 2

L7 L, that B BBs v, BBES/ LT A A
R, AT 4y yvaih ZVYTEE NN TEE A
Z v HEE, a7 T~ VI that I[CHXY 3 2 RSO 2 3505
FICEATEERETHLH, HFKENW LIS DERE
1 that-JE I & W 5 B %2 F78 9 %5 (Munemasa (2003,
2006) ), 25 LI-BElERIIZOEEEE IS OH
FIBEDS16HAC Y £ TOIZEOHIFFERE, D% D PARSE
S>HEAD>*MOVE & FFHEENTWwE Z EDIREE LT
HHATE 2, 7z, BHUIN A VEE (EAER A VEE) bR
EFAML U T BRI E R R L, BN A Y EBIXEEE L E U
 BIFARISCIC B 2 fSCEROBEADEFE N TIE R L, &
7z that-JREF & FRE LU WS, i N o Y B3 16 A2 AR
DIFE & R SOERR 2 BHEMICE AL, & 512 that-JEHR
ERBL Tz WS EHENDH 2 (Eythorsson (1996)), <
5 LB IZASE b 2 2 TRET 2O EZ I T
EBAREMEDY D B,

4 . ¥&FE

DAL, AEETIE, HIHIOREE D & MR O 7370 12
B9 % JLIRey - IR S REAE SR IO LTI 2 5 2 T & 72,
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HFIDOFEE I EE D L I, Z DIEY] & SGED, B
[EHTE DBERO HAESERET T NS b b 25, Bt
BT LEERBULEOREES E 2ok rEBRT
% T, HRER T 7 —F D—D LR 5DTIEREDS D D
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