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Study on the Trilemma Theses of Economic Development in China

Kenji NOGAMI (Department of Social and Environmental Studies)

Abstract

Chinese economy has grown so fast since 1979, and China has become an economic superpower. At the same time,

however, China is a superpower of excessive energy demand and of environmental pollution. Now, China comes to

face with the hard trilemma theses of economy, energy and environment, to extremely rareness in the world. This

paper discusses each thesis of trilemma in China after reviewing the traditional definition of “trilemma”. Further-

more, by our regression analysis, we get reasonable EKC of CO, emissions in China and the turning point of per

capita GDP. Now that China becomes an economic superpower, we expect China should set and declare, as the

international pledge, a numerical target of the reduction of GHG emissions.

Keywords: trilemma, economic superpower, CO , emissions, excessive energy

demand, environmental pollution, turning point of per capita GDP,

EKC (Environmental Kuznets Curve)
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