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Between Transfusion Tanguine and Euthanasia: Notes on the Relation “Right to die” et
P«ordre public médical»

Yoshio OKAWARA (Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies)

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the relations of the personal autonomy of a patient and L’ordre public médical through an

examination of the problem of transfusion refusal and euthanasia. In fact, the strong wariness to the active

euthanasia by the French law was already shown in the transfusion refusal case. The French law finds the euthanasia

in the transfusion refusal, and considers that accepting a transfusion refusal means accepting “the subjective right

about an own life”. Thus, in the world of law, the claim of subjective “right to die” is sealed in France, and the

President repeats and confirms this in the latest reply to Rémy Salvat. However, until when can we continue to deny

the claim of the “right to die” in the world of the fact ?

Keywords: transfusion refusal, euthanasia, individual autonomy, ‘‘right to die”, ordre public médical, withdrawal

treatment
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