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N ates on the Infinitival Complement of try-type Verbs 

Yoshihiro MUNEMASA (Departinent of Social & Environmental Studies) 

Abstract 

PRO is in complementary distribution with lexical subjects in the infinitival complement of try

type verbs in Standard English. However, lexical subjects are allowed in the infinitival complement of 

try-type verbs in varieties of English. The analyses based on the current Case-theory, based on a PP 

approach or a Minimalist approach, contribute to the attempt to characterize the syntactic properties of 

the infinitival complement of try-type verbs, but provide no empirically adequate explanation for the 

cross-linguistic variation. The cross-linguistic variation is closely related to the properties of the C

system in the infinitival complement of try-type verbs, not to the Case-system concerning PRO and 

lexical subjects in the complement. More precisely, it is ascribed to the choice of deleting the uT fea

ture and its EPP property on C. 
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1. Introduction 

Distribution of PRO and lexical subjects in infinitival 

clauses has been the major focus of interest throughout the 

history of generative grammar. PRO is in complementary 

distribution with lexical subjects in the infinitival comple

ment of try-type verbs as in (1). 

(1) a. John tried [PRO to solve the problem]. 

b. * John tried [her to solve the problem]. 

With respect to this complementary distribution, there are 

at least two well-established claims based on the frame

work of the Principles-and-Parameters Theory and the 

Minimalist Program. The first claim is that the complemen

tary distribution can be reduced to the PRO Theorem, 

which capitalizes on the notion of government (see Chom

sky (1981)). The second claim emerged with the advent of 

the Minimalist Program that PRO would carry a special 

Case (i.e. null Case) and it can be checked by the infinitival 

head, while lexical subjects need check other types of Case 
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(contra Bouchard's (1984) claim that PRO is in comple

mentary distribution with lexical subjects because PRO is 

Case resistant but lexical subjects need be assigned a Case). 

This paper examines the syntactic properties of the in

finitival complement of try-type verbs and aims to show 

that the empirical claims in the literature are not sufficient 

to cover the distributional properties of PRO and lexical 

subjects in the infinitival complement by virtue of the fact 

that PRO is not in complementary distribution with lexical 

subjects in the infinitival complement in varieties of Eng

lish. This paper also focuses on this fact and argues that the 

cross-linguistic variation of the distribution of PRO and 

lexical subjects in the infinitival complement is explained 

as a consequence of the choice of deleting an uninter

pretable feature on C and its EPP property in the infinitival 

complement. 

2. The Previous Analyses 

Let us begin a review of the previous analyses on the 

distributional properties of PRO and lexical subjects in in

finitival clauses. According to the framework of the 
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