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近代社会環境への警笛

夏目漱石の場合 ――

徳 永 光 展 （社会環境学科）

An Alarm to Our Modern Social Environment 

-The Case ofSoseki Natsume-

Mitsuhiro TOKUNAGA (Department of Social and Environmental S叫ics)

Abstract 

This paper attempts to review the ways in which Soseki Natsurne portrayed his indictmentヽof
Japanese society. Soseki's critique was concerned with the speed at which Western ideas were being 
inculcated into Japan. He writes with a sense of crisis; for example, in Sanshiro Ogawa's statement that 

"Meiji thought had been reliving three hundred years of Western history in the space of forty" (San

shim). Consider also Ichiro Nagano's sentiments "Man's insecurity stems from the advance of sci

cnce" and "It is frightening because the fate which the whole of humanity will reach in several centu

ries, I must go through-in my own lifetime-and at that all alone" (The Wayfarer). Daisuke Nagai's 

criticism predicts the results of this unreasonable rate of development: "A people so oppressed by the 

West have no mental leisure, they can't do anything worthwhile" (And Then). While the Meiji era was 

one in which Japan insatiably sought to import Western constructs of social order and culture, recur

ring depictions in novels, lectures, diary entries, and other forms of expression of S6seki's strong con

cerns about the climate in which this was taking place reveal that he was establishing the concept of in

dividualism and simultaneously taking great pains to determine how one could successfully adapt to 

society. 
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1. 問題の所在

急に輸入し， 門似続ける無坪を重ねながら， 不自然な

速度で社会梵展を遂げる日本の慌しさに諦念を抱きつ

つ， その過程で生じる否みを明確に認識していた漱石

の様子が理解できるのだが， 小説以外の形で残された

様々な資料， 例えば， 講演， 日記， 断片などを併せて

見ると， 被の幅広い識見に甚つく息考過程はより明確

に立ち現れてくる。

慶応3年生まれである漱石の満年齢と明治の年号が

偶然の一致を見せている現象に象徴されるまでもなく，

漱石は明治という「日本における国民国家形成のその

作家が同じテーマを繰り返し作品の中で追求する現

象は珍しくないが， 夏目漱石について言うならば， 当

時の日本を取り巻く付会環境や国家に閃する見解を小

説の中で登場人物に庁［し， 執拗に語らせている様子か

注目に値する。 そのような箇所からは西洋の達成を性
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