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Perspectives on Curriculum Development for the Stepwise Acquisition of Competencies
in the Period for Integrated Studies
- Comparing Curriculum Guidelines for Elementary, Junior High, and High Schools-

SHIRASAKA Shota (Center for Liberal Arts)
Abstract

This study aims to organize perspectives for curriculum development to achieve the stepwise acquisition of competencies in
the Period for Integrated Studies. The curriculum guidelines for the Period for Integrated Studies present three main
competencies to be acquired with uniform wording, but differences exist in the issues to be explored and their implementation
methods. By comparing these differences across school levels, the study identified three perspectives: competencies to be
acquired, exploration tasks, and system development. Specifically, the competencies perspective revealed the need for
conceptual organization, the exploration tasks perspective highlighted the necessity of cumulative curricula, and the system
development perspective emphasized the need for efforts to master the exploratory learning process. This study suggests
directions for curriculum development from these perspectives, providing guidelines to enhance the quality of education in the

Period for Integrated Studies.

Keywords: competency development, curriculum development, Inquiry-Based Learning, the Period for Integrated Studies,

Period for Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary Study
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